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The Governor’s Wife 
By Kate Rizor 
 
What if you had another identity you couldn’t remember? And what if 
you were suddenly thrust back into it ten years later? 
 
New York Governor Tanner Thornburg cannot forget the day that still 
haunts him a decade later. It was the day he threatened divorce. It was 
the day his wife, Andra, mysteriously disappeared. Wracked with guilt 
and unanswered questions, he receives news that she’s alive—and living 
homeless on the streets of Detroit. 
 
Andie, as she’s known on the streets, remembers nothing of Tanner or 
the life—and unhappy marriage—they once shared after a kidnapping 
attempt robbed her of her memory.  
 
Anxious to get off the streets, she returns to New York with Tanner and is thrust into a world of 
politics, fame and fortune foreign to her. Tanner finds himself battling his wife’s distrust and re-
sistance—as well as his own growing attraction to this street-smart, spirited woman. 
 
Tempers and personalities clash, along with a love thought long dead, as husband and wife, 
strangers to each other, learn to love and trust again and to right the wrongs made so long ago. 
 
 
Publisher: Stargazer Press  
Website: www.stargazerpress.com 
Distributor: Stargazer Press 
ISBN: 0-9734940-8-5 
Number of Pages: 191 
Size: 8.5” x 5.5” 
Price: $15 
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Kate Rizor began writing books when she was 12, fifty- to sixty-page mysteries that she still pulls out for a 
good chuckle. Raised in Richland, Michigan, the youngest of seven, she attended Gull Lake Community 
Schools.  
 
During high school, she applied and was accepted to attend the Summer Institute 
of the Arts, a state-funded creative arts program of which only 100 students a 
year are chosen. She attended the two-week program at Olivet College, where, 
surrounded by other students with similar interests and backgrounds, she 
started taking writing more seriously.  
 
After graduation, she attended Kalamazoo Valley Community College to pursue 
journalism. She attended a motivational seminar that fall about pursuing your 
dreams. She left the seminar, determined to get a head-start on her writing career. 
The next day, she called the Kalamazoo Gazette and learned that a part-time job 
was opening up in the newsroom. She applied and was hired to edit press re-
leases for publication.  
 
Between work and school, she wrote novels during nights and weekends and submitted work to literary 
agents and publishing houses. Rejections poured in and homework piled up so she put her writing on 
hold after transferring to Western Michigan University. 
 
For four years, she worked her way up at the Gazette as a reporter and copy editor. At 21, one local story 
she covered made her more determined to get published. A member of the Richland community called 
the newsroom one afternoon, asking her to cover a local fund-raiser she was hosting for a 
young man suffering from a rare form of cancer who turned out to be someone Kate had graduated with 
from high school. She agreed, and reported on how the community was trying to raise funds to send him for 
experimental treatment.  
  
She reported on his story for four months but it was too late by the time the money was raised. His death 
made her realize that life is too short and that she couldn’t give up on getting published. She set personal 
goals to acquire more credentials. She began freelancing for national magazines and smaller markets like 
Writer Online, The Writer’s Gazette, and Novel Advice.  
 
During this time, she married her husband, Steve, and worked as a technical writer but was bored writing 
about machinery and processes. She transferred to a different department where she worked as a trainer. She 
used this experience to conduct writing seminars. She started her own writing and editorial business 
and began leading writing workshops. And nearly a year later her first acceptance letter came in!  
 
She is now currently working on her next novel. She continues to conduct writing seminars and workshops in 
her spare time. 
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Andie or Andra? Street Person or Governor’s Wife? 
By Bonnie Hearn Hill, author of Intern, Killer Body and Double Exposure for Mira  
 

According to the fingerprints taken after Andra tries to shoplift a bottle of cough medicine, she is the         
governor’s missing wife. The luxurious life Tanner offers beats trying to survive any longer on the streets, she 
reasons, so why not play along now? 

Tanner doesn’t believe for a moment that his defiant, beautiful Andra has been living as a homeless person 
for 10 years. Even though he suspects her coming forward is an attempt to discredit him, he is going to play 
along, at least until after the election. 

But street life has changed Andie’s once-selfish heart. Before she can convince Tanner, the past catches up 
with them, endangering both her and this man she has come to love. 

A suspenseful tale that keeps you rooting for this feisty heroine and her man as they discover what matters 
most in life—and love. 
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To this day, I still do not know who gave me this book. It has a big blue cover with a gorgeous front design on it. 
Then, I opened it. I read and read and read and read this book. I think supper burned but oh well because I wasn't 
going to put this book down. 

I brought this book to my book club meeting and of course, we assigned it a date. It was totally amazing because 
most of the same people said the same thing, “totally captivating.” I couldn't agree more. 

Here’s the review: 

Wow! What a talented author. From the minute you meet the main character Andra, she is a major mean  spirited 
woman. Tanner Thornburg, her husband of some years has taken her out to a restaurant to ask her for a divorce. 
He's chosen this venue because he thinks she will make a scene and somehow the restaurant will stop her, after all 
there are all kinds of people in the high society within the restaurant. 

She doesn’t care though. She makes a scene and abuses the wait staff terribly when he makes a little mistake. All of 
this negative action, Tanner Thornburg tries to reign in but he can't stop her and in a moment of high drama, he 
just blurts it out, “I want a divorce.” 

For only a mere moment in this fast paced book, Andra lets us have a glimpse of her character. She is          negoti-
ating with him, trying to keep him. When nothing works, she leaves the restaurant. Lately, there have been at-
tempts at abduction and as Andra settles into the car, she finds out that her chauffeur and bodyguard are not go-
ing the right way. As she figures out the worst information she can, she realizes she is in trouble. 

That’s it. We meet Andra later but she’s Andie, living on the streets of Detroit, barely keeping to herself and in 
need of medical attention for a cough. For these chapters, we are made to live her life on the streets where she 
doesn't even have a name and it's unpleasant to say the least. Suddenly, a chance encounter at the police station 
with a cop with attentive eyes changes the whole story. Rather than doing the whole down and out bit, instead, 
she is identified as the governor's wife. at the beginning of the book, he wasn't a governor. This is ten years later 
and now Andie has a choice to make. Come in from out of the cold or stay on the streets. 

I don’t want to give away the ending of course but this is a five star book all the way. The tension, the sexual ten-
sion, the drama, the violence peppered in with a social message make this book one of the best books I’ve read in a 
long time. 

If you have a chance, pick up a copy. You won’t be disappointed. 

Veronica House is a veteran book reviewer. For years, she reviewed books for her local newspaper. She meets 
with her book club monthly to discuss whatever's hot in fiction and will eventually be posting a blog. 
 Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=Veronica_Grant_House 

New Book Review on Kate Rizor’s The Governor's Wife 
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“I finished 'The Governor's Wife' this afternoon. It was a wonderful read…I was not ready for it to end.”  
— Harriet Chalker 
 
“I have just finished reading the book and really enjoyed it. I am not the kind of person whose interest can be 
held with a book because I find myself thinking about other things I have to do. I have been trying to get into 
it more and I have to tell you…I am really looking forward to reading more of your books. I won’t take any 
more of your time, I just wanted to tell you how much I enjoyed your book.” — Deanne Petersen 
 
“Keeps you interested from cover to cover. Gives you great depth in to the character as they struggle through 
their own thoughts. Highly recommended!!” — A. Cordova, Amazon review 
 
“I saved this book for a weekend get-away. I am so glad I did! I was captivated from the beginning and had a 
hard time putting this book down even for a break...I wanted to get right back to it to find out what happens 
to the intriguing heroine, Andie.” — Sara Hamilton, Amazon review 
 
“Suspense, Drama, Romance, and a character that you just had to root for. What else do you need! The book 
was hard to put down and kept your attention all the way through. It's a quick read that you won't regret.” — 
David Westman, Amazon review 
 
“The story was fast moving, easy to read and held your interest so you wanted to see what happens next. I 
enjoyed it thoroughly.” — PJ, Amazon review 
 
“I like how the writer captured your attention from the first paragraph to the closing line. She made you feel 
for the characters and their struggles. The author really gives you a sense of what it is like for Andie to strug-
gle with the loss of her memories and her past. Also, she shows how hard it is for Andie to trust those around 
her, especially after being homeless and then being thrust back into her “old” life that she can't remember. 
For Andie, trying to let go of her street smarts and the struggle of living day to day, are difficult to let go of 
back in her upscale life. This is definitely a book worth picking up. The author has a lot of talent and it comes 
through in this book.” — Angelina Meredith, Amazon review 
 
“I really enjoyed the book. It had a great plot and kept you interested through the book. It was a good read 
and was hard to put down. It is a good love story and a story of hope to anyone who reads it.    Everyone 
should pick this one up.” — Buzzerd, Amazon review 
 
“I really enjoyed this book, I have to admit, I find it hard to sit down and just read without my mind wander-
ing thinking about things I need to be done. I was given this book to read and told it was a good book,try it 
out. Once I picked it up, I couldn't put it down....4 hours later I was finished. I would highly recommend this 
book to you.” — DeeDee, Amazon review 
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“I have read this book from cover to cover. This is an amazing romance. It is different from others. There is a 
lot of heart in this book.” — A. Willis, Topix Book Forum, Barrie, Ontario, Canada 
 
“It is so good to read a book from a talented author.” — Kaylee Rice, Topix Book Forum, Bradford, Canada  
 
“Wow, great book. I'm glad I found this one at Page and Turner. I saved it for a weekend and it was excellent 
from the first page to the end.” — Jenna Thompson, Topix Book Forum, Ajax, Canada  
 
“My husband couldn't put it down. Do you think it is OK for a man to enjoy a romance novel?” — Tina Watts 
Topix Book Forum, Ajax, Canada  
 
“I just wanted to tell you about this new book by a Michigan author 'The Governor's Wife'. It is so good. You 
can get it from the author or the website stargazerpress.com under novels.” — Veronica, Romantic Times   
Forum, Small Press Books Spotlight 
 
“I loved this book. It was a great read and kept hope alive for those that read it. It definitely gives hope to all 
couples no matter the struggles.” — A reviewer, lover of books, Barnes & Nobles website review, 12/21/2006 
 
“I predict this author will be as big as Barbara Delinsky, Nora Roberts and all the other great storytellers. It's 
quite a book. Too bad you can't get it on this site. I was going to order more.” — Ann Barrie, Barnes & Nobles 
website review, 11/25/2006 
 
“Could not put the book down. Looking to send it out as gifts for some friends. You really become lost in the 
mental journey that unfolds in the story. Highly recommended!!” — M.C., a reviewer, Barnes & Nobles    
website review, 10/19/2006 
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There are several ways to order the book: 
 

1. Visit www.stargazerpress.com and order directly from the publisher. Booksellers will receive a 
bookseller’s discount. 

 
2.   Visit Amazon at www.amazon.com to order directly from the website. 
 
3.   Fax an order form to (705) 792-1459. 
 
4.   Visit www.katerizor.com for more information about the book or to order an autographed copy.  





High Praise From Fans For Kate Rizor's New Novel by Stargazer Press

High Praise From Fans For Kate Rizor's New Novel
Published: Sun, 04 Feb 2007

Fans praise Kate Rizor's new novel!
 

 Stargazer Press in Barrie, Ontario is pleased to be the first to admit they knew they had a winner 
in Kate Rizor's novel The Governor's Wife. 
 
"When Kate Rizor's novel crossed my desk," says Robyn Whyte, CEO. "I knew I had to pounce on 
it before someone else published it. I have never regretted our company's decision naturally." 
 
Naturally...because readers everywhere have been so receptive to this book.  
 
The Governor's Wife by Kate Rizor has received high praise on amazon.com where all reviewers 
have to sign in and verify their identity.  
 
Even though Barnes and Nobles does not currently carry this book, The Governor's Wife is 
featured on a page and has been reviewed seven times. Never mind Author's Den or any of the 
other websites that are talking about this book. 
 
In just a few short months, this books has also hit a chord with fans. Every day, Kate Rizor receives 
even more fan mail, mostly by email. She is one of the brazen authors who has put down her email 
address and is interactive with fans from her website www.katerizor.com. 
 
Fans praise the romance itself, the tension and love between the main characters, the fast paced 
nature of the book, the action and even of course the sexual tension. One grandmother from 
Ontario commented that it was just the right amount and did not overwhelm the romance so that 
she also felt the strong message of hope. 
 
Even male reviewers have put their two cents in about the book.  
 
This book is sold in select bookstores such as Page and Turners in Barrie, Ontario, Barnes and 
Nobles in Portage, Michigan, Kazoo Books in Kalamazoo, Michigan, Schuler Books in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, plus several gift stores and service related businesses. 
 
Stop by www.stargazerpress.com to read the back cover and find out more. 

http://www.1888pressrelease.com/high-praise-from-fans-for-kate-rizor-s-new-novel-pr-81122lk3pf.html
2/25/2007 6:35:19 PM
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Southwest Michigan Author Sells 106 Books at Recent B&N Book-Signing 

 
 
PORTAGE, MICHIGAN—September 15, 2006—Kate Rizor, Michigan author of The Governor’s Wife, 

sold 106 books at a recent book-signing that took place at Barnes & Nobles Booksellers, 6134 South 

Westnedge Avenue in Portage. It was the second highest number ever sold at a book-signing in that 

store, said Michael Culp, Community Resource Manager. He said that top honors go to Derek Jeter, 

New York Yankees’ shortstop who is originally from Kalamazoo.   

 

“I was shocked when I found out I’d sold so many,” Rizor said. “I was really, really pleased.”  

 

Rizor attributes her success to great marketing and support from the local media.  

 

Her book can be found in several Michigan and Canadian bookstores, including Kazoo Books,  Page 

& Turner, Schulers Books & Music, Saturn Booksellers, Parkside Store and more. It can also be 

ordered at www.stargazerpress.com or www.amazon.com.  

 

Kate Rizor is a former newspaper reporter, editor, copywriter and trainer. She resides in Vicksburg, 

Michigan with her husband, Steve. Her book has been called “totally captivating” and “highly 

recommended.” She is currently working on her next novel and continues to conduct writing 

seminars and workshops in her spare time. 

 

For more information about the book or the author, or to coordinate a book-signing with the author, 

visit www.katerizor.com or www.stargazerpress.com.  

 
### 
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Michigan Author Has Record Sales at Library Book-Signing 

 
 
RICHLAND, MICHIGAN—July 29, 2006—Kate Rizor, author of The Governor’s Wife, sold 
more than 45 books at a recent book-signing that took place at the Richland Community 
Library, 8951 Park Street.  
 
It was the first book-signing for the Michigan author, whose book was released a month ago 
by Stargazer Press, an independent Canadian publisher. 
 
Rizor, originally from Richland and a graduate of Gull Lake High School, was an avid reader 
even as a child. She said she can remember visiting the library often as a child, and making a 
promise to herself that if she ever got published, her first book-signing would take place at 
the library.   
 
“I wanted my first book-signing to be in the community where I grew up,” she said. “I 
wanted it at that library. It meant a lot to me to fulfill my promise to myself.” 
 
Her book can be found in several Michigan and Canadian bookstores, including Kazoo 
Books,  Page & Turner, Schulers Books & Music, Saturn Booksellers, Parkside Store and 
more. It can also be ordered at www.stargazerpress.com or www.amazon.com.  
 
Kate Rizor is a former newspaper reporter, editor, copywriter and trainer. She resides in 
Vicksburg, Michigan with her husband, Steve. Her book has been called “totally captivating” 
and “highly recommended.” She is currently working on her next novel and conducts 
writing seminars and workshops in her spare time. 
 
For more information about the book or the author, or to coordinate a book-signing with the 
author, visit www.katerizor.com or www.stargazerpress.com.  
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Elements of Fiction Writing Presented in Upcoming Seminar 

 
 
PORTAGE, MICHIGAN—September 4, 2006—The elements of fiction writing will be presented in an 

upcoming four-week creative writing class, The Elements of Fiction Writing. The class will feature 

creative writing fundamentals intended both for beginners and those who want to strengthen their 

writing. Specific topics will include effective beginnings, middles and endings; descriptions; tips on 

plotting; choosing the best POV; creating three-dimensional characters; dialogue do’s and don’ts; 

common first draft mistakes; cutting what’s not essential and adding refining what is and more.  

 

Lectures, writing exercises and analysis will be used to illustrate writing concepts and attendees are 

expected to bring paper and a writing utensil to class each week. The class will take place on 

Monday’s from 5:30-7:30 p.m. beginning October 5-24 at the Portage Public Schools’ Community 

Education Center, 1010 West Milham. The cost is $49.  

 

The class will be taught by Kate Rizor, author of The Governor’s Wife. Rizor is a former newspaper 

reporter, copywriter and trainer. She has published over 80 articles for Novel Advice, Writer Online, The 

Writer’s Gazette, Home Business Magazine, The Toastmaster and more.  

 

For more information or to register for the class, call the Portage Community Education Center at 

(269) 323-6700 or visit www.katerizor.com. 
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Advanced Fiction Writing Techniques Presented in Upcoming Seminar 

 
 
PORTAGE, MICHIGAN—July 23, 2006—Advanced fiction writing techniques will be presented 
in an upcoming six-week creative writing class, A Novel Approach: Boot Camp for Fiction Writers.  
 
This advanced writing class is different than most because it focuses solely on improving 
people’s own manuscript by offering hands-on guidance. Through lectures, exercises, workshops 
and a heavy focus on the revision process, students will delve page-by-page into their manuscript 
to find its weaknesses, learn how to make it more irresistible to agents or editors, and discover 
why it isn’t selling. Students will learn  advanced techniques to move their fiction to the next 
level, look at their manuscript through the eyes of an agent or editor, learn how to avoid the 
slush pile and make their manuscript more salable, and reduce time-wasted rewrites. This course 
will also focus on the publication process, including such topics as the query and manuscript 
submittal process, making writers more marketable to agents and editors, crafting attention-
grabbing query letters, perfecting manuscript submittals, approaching agents and editors, and 
more. 
  
The class will take place on Monday’s from 6-8 p.m. beginning September 25 through October 30, 
2006 at Portage Public Schools’ Community Education Center, 1010 West Milham. The cost is $60.  
 
The class will be taught by Kate Rizor, author of The Governor’s Wife. Rizor is a former newspaper 
reporter, copywriter and trainer. She has published over 80 articles for Novel Advice, Writer 
Online, The Writer’s Gazette, Home Business Magazine, The Toastmaster and more.  
 
For more information or to register for the class, call the Portage Community Education Center at 
(269) 323-6700 or visit www.katerizor.com. 
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